Dear friends / co club members,
What an awesome day of racing we had on Sunday!  As I drove into Toutrekpark, it was clear that this was going to be a good day.  While some were unpacking, others (judging Johnny’s body language) were franticly trying to get a “minor” repair done on Shaune’s car, after seemingly perfect preparation for the day’s action.  Haven’t we all gone through that at some point in time?  Thanks to Steve, Kevin and new dad, Gideon, I for once wasn’t last to arrive.  Thanks to Johan and the assistance of some members we were ready for the first race after a short, but all important Drivers’ briefing.  
It was great to see quite a lot of new faces of whom ultimately contributed to probably the best turnout we had in years.  With a total of 8 Stadium Stock Trucks and 9 4wd Stock Buggies the “track” was set for some exciting racing.  Considering the absence of Ilse, Lynnette (‘flu), Mariaan (new mom), Adriaan and Amaré as well as Dawie, this has proven that Ultra Raceway is slowly but surely regaining its position as the most popular 1/10th scale Electric Off-Road club in the country.  Wasn’t it nice to see some familiar faces – that of Mike Kunte (On-Road) and Mark Remken (1/8th Off-Road) at the track again? Welcome guys and we hope to see you back in racing soon.

Let’s get to the action!  Please forgive me for not being able to give a full report on the 2wd buggy races because of some “mechanical” commitments but the Stadium trucks caught my eye.  With 3 new racers and a “hell driver” in a pink truck, it was dust and cars all over the place as everyone tried to get to that sought after Top Qualifying position as soon as possible.  I recall our Chairman on a few previous occasions giving some very wise advice that races are rather lost than won in the first corner and this was obvious in many races to come.  I’m sure some racers made way for the pink danger thinking it must be a woman driver (good tactics, Org!) while Steve was showing a clean set of wheels and a cloud of dust to the other hopefuls.  Well done to all the new racers, you did extremely well for your first race on our track!
Next in line was the well attended and very popular 4wd Stock class.  Graham joined us, due to the fact that he had the only 4wd Modified car for the day (hope we can change and grow this class soon).  For those of us hoping to stay with Graham on a slippery track it was an eye opener.  In the right hands, there is absolutely no match for the superior speed of the Modified class cars as it clearly demonstrated by Graham lapping the entire field halfway through the race.  Yours truly had to withdraw even before getting to the track, due to a very mysterious problem.  On applying the throttle, my car would just simply dig itself nicely into the soft sand like a tortoise going for an afternoon nap…  The cause of this strange behaviour from my well loved 4wd:  A diff gear assembled the wrong way around resulting in the front wheels turning in a forward direction and the rears turning backwards!  Who’s to blame?: Nobody but myself.  Lesson to be learned:  Don’t do some hasty repairs, but rather prepare your cars well in time for a day’s fun at the track!  Another example of this is a certain new dad … deciding to race with a loose speed controller after being warned about the possible consequences.  The result:  A car smoking like a chimney just before the mains, with the accompanied shock/disbelief/regret/pain/bewildered look of a major loss that could have been prevented, on his face.  The miracle:  Only two burnt capacitors and no damage to the speedo!  I hope we can all learn from our totally unnecessary mistakes.  This could have been an expensive one, my friend...      
From the Short Course Truck race it became clear that Mr Lotter was missing his regular mechanic, now being promoted (or is it demoted) to race commentator, and quite a cheeky one too.  Thanks for a job well done Audrey.  I’ve seen Buks unable to finish at least twice, so now is the time to negotiate a better “package” for being his mechanic, Audrey.  The man openly moaned about losing his beloved helper.  Notwithstanding the above all the SC Truck races were closely contested with Steve taking the honours (If I’ve got this right) after constantly rubbing fenders with Kevin, Marlon and Buks.  Marlon was also handy with his laptop assisting me in trying to resolve an electronic problem with my truck after helping Graham fix a similar one.  Thanks for that, and to all you guys who are always willing to help others – you make this sport more enjoyable for everyone. 

Last, but not least, there were the 1/18th open class races which saw 2 new racers in Christel and Bianca.  These two girls were convinced that they will show the “Tannies” a thing or two, but they soon realised that this was not going to happen.  However, they thoroughly enjoyed it and will definitely be back for more.  This after some frustration, Bianca had to be happy with a “front wheel drive only” 4wd (does this make any sense?) and Christel’s car’s rear end constantly trying to overtake the front end due to a locked front diff.  Who is your mechanic, girls?  I’ll fire him if I were you...  Well done to Marianne and Bertha for putting up a good couple of races, also for participating in some of the other classes too.  We hope to see Lynnette, Mariaan, Ilse and Amaré back soon, so we can have our full complement of woman racers back in fierce competition.  As a club, we are so proud of you and thank you for being part of our (a man’s) sport.  I am sure all of us want to promote this as a family sport and we love you for that, as long as you stay behind us men on the track... 
Thank you for a day’s awesome racing and the friendly manner in which we can compete in something we love so much.  You are great ambassadors for our club and sport.  Let’s not forget what this is all about, to enjoy some quality time having lots of fun with our families and friends.  
I hope to see those who could not make it this time around as well as all the new racers and your friends at our next meeting on 10 July 2011.  Why not join us too, Keith? We are missing that red Volla...
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